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The European Commission's support for  the product ion of

this publ icat ion does not const i tute an endorsement of the

contents,  which ref lect the views only of the authors,  and

the Commission cannot be held responsible for any use 

which may be made of the information contained therein . 



Context
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Assessment of Advanced Practice (AP) for Therapeutic 

Radiographers/Radiation Therapists (RTTs) in the National, European 

and International context

ü Systematic literature review (International)

ü Survey (national level: Poland, Malta, Portugal, UK & European level)

ü Interviews (European stakeholders)



Adopted definition of Advanced Practice
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Core 
capabilities

Area specific 
clinical 

competence

Health Education England 20173



Systematic Literature Review
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Aim & Specific Objectives
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ü To establish an international baseline of evidence on AP 

roles in RT

ü To identify AP roles, activities/tasks amongst RTTs 

ü To capture its perceived impact on clinical, 

organizational and professional outcomes. 



Methods
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ü Review question

Which AP roles have been developed by RTTs?

ü Search strategy

PRISMA protocol4



PRISMA Flow Diagram
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ü Data extraction & synthesis

- Thematic analysis

- Validation by RT expert panel



Results
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Role evaluation
43%

Role implementation
22%

Task congruence
34%

Educational 
programmes

8%

41% of studies were mixed-methods

44% of the studies involve advanced practitioners RTTs

Only 13% of studies covers the 4 pillars of AP

The most reported site-specific role is breast cancer

The most reported speciality is palliative care
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Patient assessment & management

Patient information

Pharmacological intervention

Patient referral & orders

Patient holistic support

Patient follow up & survivorship

7 dimensions
27 groups of advanced activities

Example of Patient Care dimension:
Patient care

Treatment planning

Treatment imaging & delivery

Management & consultancy

Quality & risk management

Research & innovation

Education & training



Results
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Specialities Site-specific

Lung

Head & Neck

Prostate/Urology

Breast

Paediatric

Brachytherapy

Palliative
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Results



Discussion
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AP roles performed by RTTs meet patient care demands with:

ü High level of autonomy and complexity,

ü Advanced education and professional experience,

ü Positive impact on service efficiency, quality of practice, patient care, staff satisfaction...

Two decades of evidence supports AP roles amongst RTTs, but more studies are required:

ü With robust design methods,

ü With impact assessment on treatment outcomes & cost-effectiveness,

ü In multi-centre & multi-practitioners setting.

Advanced Practitioners in RT should embrace the four pillars in their professional

practice for “future proofing”!



European Survey
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Survey “Advanced Practice Roles amongst Therapeutic Radiographers in Europe”
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ü Aims 

To assess the current RT AP roles across Europe

To identify the educational gaps for this advanced level practice

ü Self-design questionnaire

- based on literature review (SLR + grey literature)

- with validated list of groups of advanced activities

Socio-demographics Professional profile Training needs



Survey “Advanced Practice Roles amongst Therapeutic Radiographers in Europe”
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ü Ethics approval

- Ulster University (Project Number: FCNUR-21-080 )

ü Pre-test: content validity

- 5 RT experts from SAFE EUROPE Project

ü Pilot study: test-retest reliability

- 5 RTTs/ Advanced practitioners from different countries
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(if in your professional practice you perform 
advanced practice roles/tasks)

https://forms.office.com/r/HZde2NTz5K

Please participate in our survey...

https://www.safeeurope.eu

https://forms.office.com/r/HZde2NTz5K
https://www.safeeurope.eu/


What next?
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Ø Online interviews 

- AP representatives: RTTs, advanced practitioners…

- Professional practice representatives: managers, professional associations… 

- Education representatives: lectures, students, head of departments…

- Regulation representatives: professional bodies, agencies…
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Thank You! Questions?
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